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are seen in Scripture, proofs from which it is plain that its teach-
ing is from above'.1 Yet unless a man possesses the inner testi-
mony of the Holy Spirit all these arguments remain in suspense,2
and 'they act foolishly who wish it to be proved to the unbelieving
that the Scripture is the Word of God'.3 It is, as Warfield points
out,4 wrong to gather from this that he regards the proofs as in-
conclusive and unnecessary.   His point is rather that they are
conclusive, but useless in dealing with unbelievers; they are useful
to the believer for refuting calumniators and confirming their own
faith, and in this sense not at all unnecessary, since calumniators
ought to be refuted even if they do not agree that they are being
refuted, and the faith of believers ought to be confirmed. But it is
not really certain whether Calvin thinks of unbelievers as con-
vinced by them, but refusing to have the faith which only the inner
testimony of the Holy Spirit can give, or as not even being con-
vinced, despite the conclusiveness of the arguments, because of
the absence of that testimony. Warfield prefers the former alter-
native,5 and the passage which tells of the learned men who are
compelled by the arguments to admit that the Scripture comes
from above is in favour of his view. But the passages which speak
of the arguments as remaining in suspense until the Spirit gives
His inner testimony and of the uselessness of trying to prove the
Scripture's origin by arguments are in favour of the other alterna-
tive. It seems that Calvin was not really clear in the matter. All
that we can say is that he thought of the arguments as sufficient
to convince the intellect, but not to arouse faith. We do not know
whether he thought that they ever actually convinced anyone.
For the believer it is clear that their usefulness is merely prac-
tical, not logical at all, for they do not add to his knowledge or
cause his conviction. It is impossible to follow Warfield in his
ascription to Calvin of the view that once the believer is convinced
by the Spirit's testimony the proofs work in his mind in collabora-
tion with the Holy Spirit to produce sound faith. He admits that
Calvin does not actually propound this doctrine, but claims that
it is implied by such passages as this: 'the proofs are in themselves6
not sufficient to produce firm faith in the Scripture, until the
heavenly Father, revealing His own power therein, places its
authority above all controversy.'7 But this passage, which is the
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